
Vietnam

Year Pres. House Senate Democrats Republicans

1900 R R R

1904 R R R

1908 R R R

1912 R D R

1916 D D D

1920 D R R

1924 R R R

1928 R R R

1932 R R R

1936 D D D

1940 D D D

1944 D D D

1946 D D D Ho Chi Ming signs 

agreement with France to 

recognize Vietnam's 

independence

1948 D R R

1952 D D D

1955 R D D Ike sends first advisers to 

Vietnam

1956 R D D In Indochina, the Republics of Vietnam and 

Cambodia and Laos are now free and 

independent nations. The Republic of 

Vietnam, with the United States assistance, 

has denied the Communists the gains which 

they expected from the withdrawal of French 

forces.

1957 R D D First combat death in 

Vietnam

1960 R D D 3,500 troops to Vietnam

1961 D D D Vietnam War begins

1964 D D D President Johnson responded to another 

Communist challenge, this time in the Gulf of 

Tonkin. Once again power exercised with 

restraint repulsed Communist aggression and 

strengthened the cause of freedom.

We will move decisively to assure victory in 

South Vietnam. While confining the conflict 

as closely as possible, America must move to 

end the fighting in a reasonable time and 

provide guarantees against further 

aggression. We must make it clear to the 

Communist world that, when conflict is 

forced with America, it will end only in 

victory for freedom.

Gulf of Tonkien incident

1966 D D D Major troop expansion in 

Vietnam

1968 D D D Our most urgent task in Southeast Asia is to end 

the war in Vietnam by an honorable and lasting 

settlement which respects the rights of all the 

people of Vietnam. . . We reject as 

unacceptable a unilateral withdrawal of our 

forces which would allow that aggression and 

subversion to succeed. We have never 

demanded, and do not now demand, 

unconditional surrender by the communists.

The Administration's Vietnam policy has 

failed—militarily, politically, diplomatically, 

and with relation to our own people. . . We 

pledge to adopt a strategy relevant to the 

real problems of the war, concentrating on 

the security of the population, on developing 

a greater sense of nation-hood, and on 

strengthening the local forces. It will be a 

strategy permitting a progressive de-

Americanization of the war, both military and 

civilian.

Tet offensive
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1969 R D D First US troops withdraw 

from Vietnam

1970 R D D Kent State shooting

1972 R D D The next Democratic Administration should . . . 

End American participation in the war in 

Southeast Asia . . . If the war is not ended 

before the next Democratic Administration 

takes office, we pledge, as the first order of 

business, an immediate and complete 

withdrawal of all U.S. forces in Indo-China. All 

U.S. military action in Southeast Asia will cease. 

After the end of U.S. direct combat 

participation, military aid to the Saigon 

Government, and elsewhere in Indo-China, will 

be terminated.

We believe that the President's proposal to 

withdraw remaining American forces from 

Vietnam four months after an internationally 

supervised cease-fire has gone into effect 

throughout Indochina and all prisoners have 

been returned is as generous an offer as can 

be made by anyone—by anyone, that is, who 

is not bemused with surrender—by anyone 

who seeks, not a fleeting peace at whatever 

cost, but a real peace that will be both just 

and lasting.

Ground troops withdraw 

from Vietnam

1973 R D D Peace agreement with 

Vietnam

1975 R D D Fall of Saigan to North 

Vietnamese

1976 R D D We remain a Pacific power with important 

stakes and objectives in the region, but the 

Vietnam War has taught us the folly of 

becoming militarily involved where our vital 

interests were not at stake.

The refusal of the Democrat-controlled 

Congress to give support to Presidential 

requests for military aid to the beleaguered 

nations of South Vietnam, Cambodia and 

Laos, coupled with sustained military assaults 

by the Communists in gross violation of the 

Paris Peace Accords, brought about the 

collapse of those nations and the subjugation 

of their people to totalitarian rule.

1980 D D D Provide authority for the construction of a 

memorial in the nation's capital to those who 

died in service to their country in Southeast 

Asia.

We believe that no expanded relations with 

Communist Vietnam should be pursued while 

it continues its course of brutal expansionism 

and genocide. We pledge that a Republican 

Administration will press for full accounting 

of Americans still listed as missing in action.

1982 R D R Vietnam War Memorial 

dedicated

1984 R D R The Vietnam War divided our nation. Many of 

the rifts remain, but all agree on the respect 

due Vietnam veterans for their distinguished 

service during a troubled time. The Democratic 

Party pledges to reverse Ronald Reagan's 

Vietnam veteran policies, helping our nation 

come together as one people. And we believe it 

is especially important that we end 

discrimination against women and minority 

veterans, particularly in health and education 

programs. . . The nation has begun to welcome 

home with pride its Vietnam veterans, as 

reflected in the extraordinary Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial which was built through public 

contributions. The Democratic Party shares the 

nation's commitment to Vietnam veterans.

We are addressing the unique readjustment 

problems of Vietnam veterans by expanding 

the store-front readjustment counseling 

program, extending vocational training and 

job placement assistance, and targeting 

research toward understanding delayed 

stress reaction in combat veterans. We have 

moved to alleviate the uncertainty of 

veterans exposed to Agent Orange by 

providing nearly 129,000 medical exams and 

by launching an all-out, government-wide 

research effort.

1988 R D D
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1992 R D D We demand the fullest possible accounting 

for America's POWs and MIAs in Southeast 

Asia. The grief of their families touches all of 

us. We will seek complete information in all 

forums and from all sources. Our President 

has put the government of Vietnam on 

notice: improved relations depend upon this 

goal.

1996 D R R

2000 R R R A Republican president will accelerate efforts 

in every honorable way to obtain the fullest 

possible accounting for those still missing and 

for the repatriation of the remains of those 

who died in the cause of freedom. The 

second is continued retribution by the 

government of Vietnam against its ethnic 

minorities and others who fought alongside 

our forces there. The United States owes 

those individuals a debt of honor and will not 

be blind to their suffering.

2004 R R R America's relations with Vietnam are still 

overshadowed by two grave concerns. The 

first is uncertainty concerning the Americans 

who became prisoners of war or were 

missing in action. Republicans commend 

President Bush for enhancing efforts to 

obtain the fullest possible accounting for 

those still missing and for the repatriation of 

the remains of those who died in the cause of 

freedom. The second is continued retribution 

by the government of Vietnam against its 

ethnic minorities and others who fought 

alongside our forces there. The United States 

owes those individuals a debt of honor and 

will not be blind to their suffering.

2008 R D D Our relations with Vietnam have improved, 

but two grave matters remain. The first is the 

need for unceasing efforts to obtain an 

accounting for, and repatriation of the 

remains of, Americans who gave their lives in 

the cause of freedom. The second is 

continued repression of human rights and 

religious freedom, and the retribution by the 

government of Vietnam against its ethnic 

minorities and others who assisted U.S. 

forces there.

2012 D R D

2016 D R R Our improved relations with Vietnam — 

including arms sales — must advance efforts 

to obtain an accounting for, and repatriation 

of the remains of, Americans who gave their 

lives in the cause of Vietnamese freedom. 

We cannot overlook the continued 

repression of fundamental rights and 

religious freedom, as well as retribution 

against ethnic minorities and others who 

assisted U.S. forces during the conflict there.
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2020 R D R

2024 D R D
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