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Republicans

We indorse the administration of William McKinley. Its acts
have been established in wisdom and in patriotism, and at
home and abroad it has distinctly elevated and extended
the influence of the American nation.

The Republican party entered upon its present period of
complete supremacy in 1897. We have every right to
congratulate ourselves upon the work since then
accomplished, for it has added lustre even to the traditions
of the party which carried the government through the
storms of civil war.

The conscience of the nation is now aroused to free the
Government from the grip of those who have made it a
business asset of the favor-seeking corporations. It must
become again a people's government, and be administered
in all its departments according to the Jeffersonian maxim,
"equal rights to all; special privileges to none."

In this greatest era of American advancement the
Republican party has reached its highest service under the
leadership of Theodore Roosevelt. His administration is an
epoch in American history. In no other period since
national sovereignty was won under Washington, or
preserved under Lincoln, has there been such mighty
progress in those ideals of government which make for
justice, equality and fair dealing among men.

The Republican party is now, as always, a party of
advanced and constructive statemanship. It is prepared to
go forward with the solution of those new questions,
which social, economic and political development have
brought into the forefront of the nation's interest. It will
strive, not only in the nation but in the several States, to
enact the necessary legislation to safeguard the public
health; to limit effectively the labor of women and
children, and to protect wage earners engaged in
dangerous occupations; to enact comprehensive and
generous workman's compensation laws in place of the
present wasteful and unjust system of employers' liability;
and in all possible ways to satisfy the just demand of the
people for the study and solution of the complex and
constantly changing problems of social welfare.

We found our country hampered by special privilege, a
vicious tariff, obsolete banking laws and an inelastic
currency. Our foreign affairs were dominated by
commercial interests for their selfish ends. The Republican
Party, despite repeated pledges, was impotent to correct
abuses which it had fostered. Under our Administration,
under a leadership which has never faltered, these abuses
have been corrected, and our people have been freed
therefrom.

We declare that we believe in and will enforce the
protection of every American citizen in all the rights
secured to him by the Constitution, by treaties and the
laws of nations, at home and abroad, by land and by sea.
These rights, which in violation of the specific promise of
their party made at Baltimore in 1912, the Democratic
President and the Democratic Congress have failed to
defend, we will unflinchingly maintain.

The Democratic Party, in its National Convention now
assembled, sends greetings to the President of the United
States, Woodrow Wilson, and hails with patriotic pride the
great achievements for country and the world wrought by
a Democratic administration under his leadership.

For seven years the national government has been
controlled by the Democratic party. During that period a
war of unparalleled magnitude has shaken the foundations
of civilization, decimated the population of Europe, and
left in its train economic misery and suffering second only
to the war itself.
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The democratic party believes in equal rights to all and
special privilege to none. The republican party holds that
special privileges are essential to national prosperity. It
believes that national prosperity must originate with the
special interests and seep down through the channels of
trade to the less favored industries to the wage earners
and small salaried employees. It has accordingly enthroned
privilege and nurtured selfishness.

When the republican administration took control of the
government in 1921, there were four and a half million
unemployed; industry and commerce were stagnant;
agriculture was prostrate; business was depressed;
securities of the government were selling below their par
values. Peace was delayed; misunderstanding and friction
characterized our relations abroad. There was a lack of
faith in the administration of government resulting in a
growing feeling of distrust in the very principles upon
which our institutions are rounded. To-day industry and
commerce are active; public and private credits are sound;
we have made peace; we have taken the first step toward
disarmament and strengthened our friendship with the
world powers, our relations with the rest of the world are
on a firmer basis, our position was never better
understood, our foreign policy never more definite and
consistent.

We hold that government must function not to centralize
our wealth but to preserve equal opportunity so that all
may share in our priceless resources; and not confine
prosperity to a favored few. We, therefore, pledge the
Democratic Party to encourage business, small and great
alike; to conserve human happiness and liberty; to break
the shackles of monopoly and free business of the nation;
to respond to the popular will.

Under Republican inspiration and largely under Republican
executive direction the continent has been bound with
steel rails, the oceans and great rivers have been joined by
canals, waterways have been deepened and widened for
ocean commerce, and with all a high American standard of
wage and living has been established.

In this time of unprecedented economic and social distress
the Democratic Party declares its conviction that the chief
causes of this condition were the disastrous policies
pursued by our government since the World War, of
economic isolation, fostering the merger of competitive
businesses into monopolies and encouraging the
indefensible expansion and contraction of credit for private
profit at the expense of the public.

The supremely important problem that challenges our
citizens and government alike is to break the back of the
depression, to restore the economic life of the nation and
to bring encouragement and relief to the thousands of
American families that are sorely afflicted.

We hold this truth to be self-evident—that 12 years of
Republican leadership left our Nation sorely stricken in
body, mind, and spirit; and that three years of Democratic
leadership have put it back on the road to restored health
and prosperity.

America is in peril. The welfare of American men and
women and the future of our youth are at stake. We
dedicate ourselves to the preservation of their political
liberty, their individual opportunity and their character as
free citizens, which today for the first time are threatened
by Government itself.

In this world crisis, the purpose of the Democratic Party is
to defend against external attack and justify by internal
progress the system of government and way of life from
which the Democratic Party takes its name.

The only steady undeviating characteristic has been the
relentless expansion of the power of the Federal
government over the everyday life of the farmer, the
industrial worker and the business man. The emergency
demands organization—not confusion. It demands free
and intelligent cooperation—not incompetent domination.
It demands a change. The New Deal Administration has
failed America.

To speed victory, establish and maintain peace, guarantee
full employment and provide prosperity —this is its
platform.

We declare our relentless aim to win the war against all
our enemies: (1) for our own American security and
welfare; (2) to make and keep the Axis powers impotent to
renew tyranny and attack; (3) for the attainment of peace
and freedom based on justice and security.

We chart our future course as we charted our course under
the leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S.
Truman in the abiding belief that democracy—when
dedicated to the service of all and not to a privileged
few—proves its superiority over all other forms of
government.

To establish and maintain peace, to build a country in
which every citizen can earn a good living with the promise
of real progress for himself and his family, and to uphold as
a beacon light for mankind everywhere, the inspiring
American tradition of liberty, opportunity and justice for
all—that is the Republican platform.
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No system of government can survive the challenge of an
atomic era unless its administration is committed to the
stewardship of a trustee imbued with a democratic faith, a
buoyant hope for the future, the charity of brotherhood,
and the vision to translate these ideals into the realities of
human government. The Government of the United States,
administered by the Democratic Party, is today so
entrusted.

We assert that during the last twenty years, leaders of the
Government of the United States under successive
Democrat Administrations, and especially under this
present Administration, have failed to perform these
several basic duties; but, on the contrary, that they have
evaded them, flouted them, and by a long succession of
vicious acts, so undermined the foundations of our
Republic as to threaten its existence.

Four years ago they were beguiled, by empty promises and
pledges, to elect as President a recent convert to
Republicanism. Our people have now learned that the
party of Lincoln has been made captive to big businessmen
with small minds. They have found that they are now ruled
by a Government which they did not elect, and to which
they have not given their consent. Their awareness of this
fact was demonstrated in 1954 when they returned control
of the legislative machinery of the Federal Government to
the 84th Democratic Congress.

Nearly four years ago when the people of this Nation
entrusted their Government to President Eisenhower and
the Republican Party, we were locked in a costly and
stalemated war. Now we have an honorable peace, which
has stopped the bitter toll in casualties and resources,
ended depressing wartime restraints, curbed the runaway
inflation and unleashed the boundless energy of our
people to forge forward on the road to progress.

In 1960, "The Rights of Man" are still the issue. It is our
continuing responsibility to provide an effective instrument
of political action for every American who seeks to
strengthen these rights-everywhere here in America, and
everywhere in our 20th Century world.

One fact darkens the reasonable hopes of free men: the
growing vigor and thrust of Communist imperialism.
Everywhere across the earth, this force challenges us to
prove our strength and wisdom, our capacity for sacrifice,
our faith in ourselves and in our institutions.

America is One Nation, One People. The welfare, progress,
security and survival of each of us reside in the common
good—the sharing of responsibilities as well as benefits by
all our people.

Even in this Constitutional Republic, for two centuries the
beacon of liberty the world over, individual freedom
retreats under the mounting assault of expanding
centralized power. Fiscal and economic excesses, too long
indulged, already have eroded and threatened the greatest
experiment in self-government mankind has known.

In the world around us, people have patiently lived with
hopes long deferred, with grievances long endured. They
are now impatient with patience. Their demands for
change must not only be heard, they must be answered.

America urgently needs new leadership—leadership
courageous and understanding—leadership that will
recapture control of events, mastering them rather than
permitting them to master us, thus restoring our
confidence in ourselves and in our future.

As Democrats, we know that we share responsibility for
that loss of confidence. But we also know, as Democrats
that at decisive moments of choice in our past, our party
has offered leadership that has tapped the best within our
country. . . Every election is a choice: In 1972, Americans
must decide whether they want their country back again.

This political contest of 1972 is a singular one. No
Americans before have had a clearer option. The choice is
between going forward from dramatic achievements to
predictable new achievements, or turning back toward a
nightmarish time in which the torch of free America was
virtually snuffed out in a storm of violence and protest. . .
This year we must choose between an expanding economy
in which workers will prosper and a hand-out economy in
which the idle live at ease. This year we must choose
between running our own lives and letting others in a
distant bureaucracy run them. This year we must choose
between responsible fiscal policy and fiscal folly. . . This
year the choice is between moderate goals historically
sought by both major parties and far-out goals of the far
left. The contest is not between the two great parties
Americans have known in previous years. For in this year
1972 the national Democratic Party has been seized by a
radical clique which scorns our nation's past and would
blight her future.
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Two Republican Administrations have both misused and
mismanaged the powers of national government,
obstructing the pursuit of economic and social opportunity,
causing needless hardship and despair among millions of
our fellow citizens.

This Republican Platform says exactly the opposite—less
government, less spending, less inflation. In other words,
we want you to retain more of your own money, money
that represents the worth of your labors, to use as you see
fit for the necessities and conveniences of life. . . We
believe that liberty can be measured by how much
freedom you have to make your own decisions—even your
own mistakes. Government must step in when your
liberties impinge on your neighbor's. Government must
protect your constitutional rights. Government must deal
with other governments and protect you from aggressors.
Government must assure equal opportunity. And
government must be compassionate in caring for those
citizens who are unable to care for themselves. . . we
believe that government action should be taken first by the
government that resides as close to you as possible.

With the Republican leadership closing its eyes to the
realities of our time and running for the Presidency on a
program of the easy answer, of the pleasant-sounding
political promise, it is time to take a page from Adlai
Stevenson's 1952 presidential campaign—it is time "to talk
sense to the American people." It is time to talk bluntly and
candidly about our problems and our proposed solutions;
to face up to our problems and respond to them.

These events are not isolated, or unrelated. They are
signposts. They mark a continuing downward spiral in
economic vitality and international influence. Should the
trend continue, the 1980s promise to be our most
dangerous years since World War Il. History could record,
if we let the drift go on, that the American experiment, so
marvelously successful for 200 years, came strangely,
needlessly, tragically to a dismal end early in our third
century. . . From America's grass roots to the White House
we will stand united as a party behind a bold program of
tax rate reductions, spending restraints, and regulatory
reforms that will inject new life into the economic
bloodstream of this country. . . For too many years, the
political debate in America has been conducted in terms
set by the Democrats. They believe that every time new
problems arise beyond the power of men and women as
individuals to solve, it becomes the duty of government to
solve them, as if there were never any alternative.
Republicans disagree and have always taken the side of the
individual, whose freedoms are threatened by the big
government that Democratic idea has spawned. Our case
for the individual is stronger than ever. A defense of the
individual against government was never more needed.
And we will continue to mount it.

It is a choice between solving our problems, and
pretending they don't exist, between the spirit of
community, and the corrosion of selfishness: between
justice for all, and advantage for some; between social
opportunity and contracting horizons: between diplomacy
and conflict: between arms control and an arms race:
between leadership and alibis. . . America stands at a
crossroads.

The Democratic Party understands none of this. It thinks
our country has passed its peak. It offers Americans
redistribution instead of expansion, contraction instead of
growth, and despair instead of hope. In foreign policy it
asserts the rhetoric of freedom, but in practice it follows a
policy of withdrawal and isolation. . . Today we declare
ourselves the Party of Hope—not for some but for all.

WE BELIEVE that all Americans have a fundamental right to
economic justice in a stronger, surer national economy, an
economy that must grow steadily without inflation, that
can generate a rising standard of living for all and fulfill the
desire of all to work in dignity up to their full potential in
good health with good jobs at good wages, an economy
that is prosperous in every region, from coast to coast,
including our rural towns and our older industrial
communities, our mining towns, our energy producing
areas and the urban areas that have been neglected for the
past seven years. . . the Party of hope and change and
fairness for all

On the threshold of a new century, we live in a time of
unprecedented technological, social, and cultural
development, and a rapidly emerging global economy. This
election will bring change. The question is: Will it be
change and progress with the Republicans or change and
chaos with the Democrats? . . . In 1988, we reaffirm that
truth. Freedom works. This is not sloganeering, but a
verifiable fact.
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Our land reverberates with a battle cry of frustration that
emanates from America's very soul—from the families in
our bedrock neighborhoods, from the unsung, workaday
heroes of the world's greatest democracy and economy.
America is on the wrong track. The American people are
hurting. The American Dream of expanding opportunity
has faded. Middle class families are working hard, playing
by the rules, but still falling behind. Poverty has exploded.
Our people are torn by divisions.

For good reason, millions of new Americans have flocked
to our shores: America has always been an opportunity
society. Republicans have always believed that economic
prosperity comes from individual enterprise, not
government programs. We have defended our core
principles for 138 years; but never has this country, and
the world, been so receptive to our message. . . The
Democrats would revise history to rationalize a return to
bigger government, higher taxes, and moral relativism. The
Democrat Party has forgotten its origins as a party of work,
thrift, and self-reliance. But they have not forgotten their
art for dissembling and distortion. The Democrats are
trapped in their compact with the ideology of trickle-down
government, but they are clever enough to know that the
voters would shun them if their true markings were
revealed.

Today's Democratic Party is determined to renew
America's most basic bargain: Opportunity to every
American, and responsibility from every American. And
today's Democratic Party is determined to reawaken the
great sense of American community.

Americans are right to say we are on the wrong track. Our
prestige in the world is declining. Economic growth here at
home is anemic. Our society grows more violent and less
decent.

Today, America finds itself in the midst of prosperity,
progress, and peace. We have arrived at this moment
because of the hard work of the American people. This
election will be about the big choices we have to make to
secure prosperity that is broadly shared and progress that
reaches all families in this new American century. In the
year 2000, the Democratic Party stands ready to meet that
challenge and to build on our achievements. . . Under the
Bush-Quayle administration, America was suffering
through economic stagnation. Businesses were failing. Jobs
were disappearing. The welfare rolls swelled. Crime
exploded in the streets. Hope and optimism were scarce.
Most Americans felt that the American Dream was
endangered - if not extinct.

We meet at a remarkable time in the life of our country.
Our powerful economy gives America a unique chance to
confront persistent challenges. Our country, after an era of
drift, must now set itself to important tasks and higher
goals. The Republican Party has the vision and leadership
to address these issues.

For the first time in generations, we have been attacked on
our own shores. Our brave men and women in uniform are
still in harm's way in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the war against
terror. Our alliances are frayed, our credibility in doubt. . .
Our great middle class is hard-pressed. Millions of
Americans have lost their jobs, and millions more are
struggling under the mounting burden of life's everyday
costs. . . It is time for a new direction.

Our plans focus on ensuring that America remains safe,
terrorists are defeated, and democracy flourishes in the
world ... on expanding opportunities for ownership and
investment ... on making tax relief permanent and ensuring
greater energy independence ... on increasing the
affordability and accessibility of health care ... on
promoting works of compassion and strengthening our
greatest values ... on preparing students for success in life
by bringing the benefits of education reform to high
schools ... and on helping workers adjust to a changing
economy by offering flexible training options that meet
their individual needs.

But today, we are at a crossroads. As we meet, we are in
the sixth year of a two-front war. Our economy is
struggling. Our planet is in peril. . . A great nation now
demands that its leaders abandon the politics of partisan
division and find creative solutions to promote the
common good. A people that prizes candor, accountability,
and fairness insists that a government of the people must
level with them and champion the interests of all American
families. A land of historic resourcefulness has lost its
patience with elected officials who have failed to lead. . . It
is time for a change. We can do better.

Our country remains at war and committed to victory, but
reckless political forces would imperil that goal and
endanger our nation. In the economy and in society at
large, it is a time of transformation. But the American
people will meet these challenges.
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Today, our economy is growing again, al-Qaeda is weaker
than at any point since 9/11, and our manufacturing sector
is growing for the first time in more than a decade. But
there is more we need to do, and so we come together
again to continue what we started. . . We Democrats offer
America the opportunity to move our country forward by
creating an economy built to last and built from the middle
out. Mitt Romney and the Republican Party have a
drastically different vision. They still believe the best way to
grow the economy is from the top down - the same
approach that benefited the wealthy few but crashed the
economy and crushed the middle class.

Our nation faces unprecedented uncertainty with great
fiscal and economic challenges, and under the current
Administration has suffered through the longest and most
severe economic downturn since the Great Depression. . .
Many Americans have experienced the burden of lost jobs,
lost homes, and lost hopes. Our middle class has felt that
burden most acutely. Meanwhile, the federal government
has expanded its size and scope, its borrowing and
spending, its debt and deficit. Federalism is threatened and
liberty retreats.

Under President Obama's leadership, and thanks to the
hard work and determination of the American people, we
have come a long way from the Great Recession and the
Republican policies that triggered it. American businesses
have now added 14.8 million jobs since private-sector job
growth turned positive in early 2010. Twenty million
people have gained health insurance coverage. The
American auto industry just had its best year ever. And we
are getting more of our energy from the sun and wind, and
importing less oil from overseas. . . Republicans in Congress
have chosen gridlock and dysfunction over trying to find
solutions to the real challenges we face. It's no wonder that
so many feel like the system is rigged against them. . .
Democrats believe that cooperation is better than conflict,
unity is better than division, empowerment is better than
resentment, and bridges are better than walls.

For the past 8 years America has been led in the wrong
direction. . . Our economy has become unnecessarily weak
with stagnant wages. People living paycheck to paycheck
are struggling, sacrificing, and suffering. . . Americans have
earned and deserve a strong and healthy economy. . . Our
standing in world affairs has declined significantly — our
enemies no longer fear us and our friends no long trust us.

Character is on the ballot in this election. The character of
our President, yes, but more than that: the character of our
democracy, our society, and our leadership in the world. . .
The challenges before us—the worst public health crisis in
a century, the worst economic downturn since the Great
Depression, the worst period of global upheaval in a
generation, the urgent global crisis posed by climate
change, the intolerable racial injustice that still stains the
fabric of our nation—will test America's character like
never before.

Our nation is at an inflection point. What kind of America
will we be? A land of more freedom, or less freedom?
More rights or fewer? An economy rigged for the rich and
powerful, or where everyone has a fair shot at getting
ahead? Will we lower the temperature in our politics and
come together, or treat each other as enemies instead?
The stakes in this election are enormously high.

But now we are a Nation in SERIOUS DECLINE. Our future,
our identity, and our very way of life are under threat like
never before. Today we must once again call upon the
same American Spirit that led us to prevail through every
challenge of the past if we are going to lead our Nation to a
brighter future.
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