
Terrorism

Year Pres. House Senate Democrats Republicans

1900 R R R

1904 R R R

1908 R R R

1912 R D R

1916 D D D

1920 D R R

1924 R R R

1928 R R R

1932 R R R

1936 D D D

1940 D D D

1944 D D D

1948 D R R

1952 D D D

1956 R D D

1960 R D D

1964 D D D

1968 D D D

1972 R D D

1976 R D D Terrorism—both domestic and international-

must be stopped. Not only must the strongest 

steps be taken in the United States, but 

collective action must come from all nations. 

Deterring every form of hijacking calls for 

sanctions against countries that aid terrorists.

1980 D D D The Democratic Administration has increased 

our capacity to counter national terrorism, both 

on a national basis and in coordination with 

other governments, and to deal with acts of 

terrorism including hostage-taking committed 

either by individuals or by governments. We 

will strengthen multilateral arrangements for 

contingency planning, information sharing, 

military coordination, and the isolation of 

countries that harbor terrorists.

Republicans believe that this tragic history 

contains lessons that must serve as the basis 

for a determined international effort to end 

this era of terrorism. We believe that certain 

principles have emerged from incidents in 

which states have defeated terrorist attacks, 

and we believe the United States should take 

the lead in a multilateral drive to eliminate the 

terrorist threat. A first requirement is the 

establishment of a military capability to deal 

promptly and effectively with any terrorist 

acts.

1983 R D R Bombing of US 

Embassy in Beirut, 

Lebanon
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1984 R D R Terrorism is a new form of warfare against the 

democracies. Supported by the Soviet Union 

and others, it ranges from PLO murder to the 

attempted assassination of the Pope. 

Combatting it requires an integrated effort of 

our diplomacy, armed forces, intelligence 

services, and law-enforcement organizations. 

Legislative obstacles to international 

cooperation against terrorism must be 

repealed, followed by a vigorous program to 

enhance friendly nations' counter-terrorist 

forces. . . Terrorism is an international 

problem. No one country can successfully 

combat it. We must lead the free nations in a 

concerted effort to pressure members of the 

League of Terror to cease their sponsorship 

and support of terrorism.

1988 R D D militarily stronger in our overall defense and 

anti-terrorist capabilities and in the cohesion of 

our military alliances

Terrorism is a unique form of warfare that 

attacks and threatens security and stability 

around the world. Ranging from the 

attempted assassination of the Pope and car-

bomb attacks on American USO clubs, to 

narco-subversion in the nations of the West, 

terrorism seeks to silence freedom as an 

inalienable right of Man. . . The Republican 

Party understands that many problems facing 

our country are centered on "Low Intensity 

Conflicts." These include insurgencies, 

organized terrorism, paramilitary actions, 

sabotage, and other forms of violence in the 

gray area between peace and declared 

conventional warfare. Unlike the Democrat 

Party, Republicans understand that the threat, 

against the vital interests of the United States 

covers a broad spectrum of conflict. We are 

committed to defending the people of the 

United States at all levels. To implement that 

commitment, we will rely on the planning and 

strategy of the U.S. Special Operations 

Command, the recently established Office of 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special 

Operations and Low Intensity Conflict and 

other Department of Defense offices.

PAN AM 103 

bombing

1992 R D D We remain committed to combating terrorism 

in all its forms wherever it threatens U.S. 

citizens or interests.
1993 D D D WTC bombing

1995 D R R OKC bombing
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1996 D R R Our three front war on terrorism -- abroad, 

through greater cooperation with our allies; at 

home, by giving law enforcement the most 

powerful tools available to fight terrorism; and 

in our airports and on airplanes, through tough 

air travel security measures -- is producing 

results. President Clinton asked the Vice 

President to chair a commission on the future 

of air traffic security and safety. We will work to 

increase the security of our air travel system, 

the safety of our airplanes, and the safety and 

security of our air traffic control system.

A Republican president will forcefully lead the 

world community to isolate and punish state 

sponsors of terrorism. It is vital to our security 

that we actively work to reverse the threat 

posed by these regimes - through imposition 

and enforcement of sanctions, banning 

investment, and leading our allies in effective 

policies. The governments of North Korea, 

Iran, Syria, Iraq, Libya, Sudan, and Cuba must 

know that America's first line of defense is not 

our shoreline, but their own borders. We will 

be proactive, not reactive, to strike the hand 

of terrorism before it can be raised against 

Americans. . . To take away the liberty of the 

American people while fighting terrorism is 

repugnant to the history and character of our 

nation. We firmly oppose any legislation that 

would infringe upon the rights of American 

citizens to freedom of religion, speech, press, 

and assembly; the right to keep and bear 

arms; and the right to judicial due process.

1998 D R R Embassy bombed 

by Bin Laden

2000 R R R Whether terrorism is sponsored by a foreign 

nation or inspired by a single fanatic individual, 

such as Osama Bin Laden, Forward Engagement 

requires trying to disrupt terrorist networks, 

even before they are ready to attack. We must 

improve coordination internationally and 

domestically to share intelligence and develop 

operational plans. We must continue the 

comprehensive approach that has resulted in 

the development of a national counter-

terrorism strategy involving all arms and levels 

of our government. We must continue to target 

terrorist finances, break up support cells, and 

disrupt training. And we must close avenues of 

cyber-attack by improving the security of the 

Internet and the computers upon which our 

digital economy exists. . . As President, Al Gore 

will tolerate no attack against American 

interests at home or abroad: terrorists must 

know that if they attack America, we will never 

forget. We will scour the world to hunt them 

down and bring them to justice.

America faces a new and rapidly evolving 

threat from terrorism and international crime. 

. . Republicans support a response to 

terrorism that is resolute but not impulsive. 

The most likely highly destructive terrorist 

attack remains a large bomb hidden in a car or 

truck. Yet, as with the rest of our defense 

posture, we must prepare for the most 

dangerous threats as well as the most likely 

ones. . . First, we will make no concessions to 

terrorists. Giving in simply encourages future 

terrorist actions and debases America's power 

and moral authority. Second, we will isolate, 

pressure, and punish the state sponsors of 

terrorism. Third, we will bring individual 

terrorists to justice. Past and potential 

terrorists will know that America will never 

stop hunting them. Fourth, we will provide 

assistance to other governments combating 

terrorism. Fighting international terrorism 

requires international collaboration. Once 

again, allies matter.

USS Cole bombing

2001 R R D September 11th
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2004 R R R Today, the Bush Administration is waging a war 

against a global terrorist movement committed 

to our destruction with insufficient 

understanding of our enemy or effort to 

address the underlying factors that can give rise 

to new recruits. This war isn't just a manhunt. 

We cannot rest until Osama bin Laden is 

captured or killed, but that day will mark only a 

victory in the war on terror, not its end. 

Terrorists like al Qaeda and its affiliates are 

unlike any adversary our nation has ever 

known. . . We must do what President Bush has 

refused to do – reform our intelligence system 

by creating a true Director of National 

Intelligence with real control of intelligence 

personnel and budgets. . . The war on terror is 

not a clash of civilizations. It is a clash of 

civilization against chaos.

Terrorists long ago declared war on America, 

and now America has declared war against 

terrorists. We are defending the peace by 

taking the fight to the enemy. We are 

confronting terrorists overseas so we do not 

have to confront them here at home. We are 

destroying the leadership of terrorist 

networks in sudden raids, disrupting their 

planning and financing, and keeping them on 

the run. Month by month, we are shrinking 

the space in which they can freely operate, by 

denying them territory and the support of 

governments.

2008 R D D We will pursue policies to undermine 

extremism, recognizing that this contest is also 

between two competing ideas and visions of 

the future. A crucial debate is occurring within 

Islam. The vast majority of Muslims believe in a 

future of peace, tolerance, development, and 

democratization. A small minority embrace a 

rigid and violent intolerance of personal liberty 

and the world at large. To empower forces of 

moderation, America must live up to our 

values, respect civil liberties, reject torture, and 

lead by example. We will make every effort to 

export hope and opportunity–access to 

education, that opens minds to tolerance, not 

extremism; secure food and water supplies; 

and health care, trade, capital, and investment.

The attacks of September 11, 2001 were a 

pivot point in our national experience. They 

highlighted the failure of national policy to 

recognize and respond to the growth of a 

global terror network. They should have put 

an end to the Democrats' naive thinking that 

international terrorists could be dealt with 

within the normal criminal justice system, but 

that misconception persists.

2011 D R D Bin Laden killed in 

Pakistan

2012 D R D Importantly, President Obama also shifted 

away from the Bush administration's sweeping 

and internationally-divisive rhetoric of a “global 

war on terrorism” to a more focused effort 

against an identifiable network of people: al-

Qaeda and its affiliates. 

Continued vigilance, especially in travel and 

commerce, is necessary to prevent 

bioterrorism, cyber terrorism, and other 

asymmetric or non-traditional warfare attacks 

and to ensure that the horror of September 

11, 2001 is never repeated on our soil.

2013 D R D Boston Marathon 

bombing

2016 D R R We must defeat ISIS, al Qaeda, and their 

affiliates, and prevent other groups from 

emerging in their place. Democrats will 

continue to lead a broad coalition of allies and 

partners to destroy ISIS' stronghold in Iraq and 

Syria. . . We will dismantle the global network 

of terror, which supplies terrorists with money, 

arms, and fighters, and stop them from 

recruiting and inspiring potential radicals. . . As 

we prosecute the fight against terrorism, 

Democrats will repudiate vile tactics that would 

do us harm.
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2020 R D R We will confront white nationalist terrorism 

and combat hate crimes perpetrated against 

religious minorities. . . Democrats recognize 

that the threat landscape has evolved 

dramatically since September 11. Our 

counterterrorism priorities, strategies, 

footprint, and tools should shift accordingly, 

including to respond to the growing threat from 

white supremacist and other right-wing 

terrorist groups. . . Democrats will sustain the 

global effort to defeat ISIS, al-Qaeda, and their 

affiliates. We will ensure that the world is 

equally committed to the difficult task that 

follows military success: dealing with the 

underlying conditions that allowed violent 

extremism to flourish in the first place. . . 

Democrats believe that our rhetoric, policies, 

and tactics—and those of our counterterrorism 

partners—should never serve as terrorist 

recruiting tools.

2024 D R D We will combat hate crimes and white 

nationalist terrorism. We will prioritize the 

investigation of hate crimes against trans and 

non-binary people. And we will continue to 

increase security at houses of worship. 

President Biden deeply believes everyone must 

be able to practice their faith without fear. . . 

President Biden has also continued to protect 

the American people from terrorism, 

authorizing military strikes that took out ISIS 

emirs and the leader of Al Qaeda, Ayman al-

Zawahiri.

Republicans condemn antisemitism, and 

support revoking Visas of Foreign Nationals 

who support terrorism and jihadism. We will 

hold accountable those who perpetrate 

violence against Jewish people.
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