
Israel

Year Pres. House Senate Democrats Republicans

1900 R R R

1904 R R R

1908 R R R

1912 R D R

1916 D D D

1920 D R R

1924 R R R

1928 R R R

1932 R R R

1936 D D D

1940 D D D

1944 D D D We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted 

Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a 

policy as to result in the establishment there of a 

free and democratic Jewish commonwealth.

we call for the opening of Palestine to their 

unrestricted immigration and land ownership, so 

that in accordance with the full intent and 

purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and 

the Resolution of a Republican Congress in 1922

1948 D R R We pledge full recognition to the State of Israel. 

We affirm our pride that the United States under 

the leadership of President Truman played a 

leading role in the adoption of the resolution of 

November 29, 1947, by the United Nations 

General Assembly for the creation of a Jewish 

State.

We welcome Israel into the family of nations and 

take pride in the fact that the Republican Party 

was the first to call for the establishment of a 

free and independent Jewish Commonwealth.

US recognizes Israel

1952 D D D We pledge continued assistance to Israel so that 

she may fulfill her humanitarian mission of 

providing shelter and sanctuary for her homeless 

Jewish refugees while strengthening her 

economic development. . . We will continue to 

support the tripartite declaration of May 1950, to 

encourage Israel and the Arab States to settle 

their differences by direct negotiation, to 

maintain and protect the sanctity of the Holy 

Places and to permit free access to them.

The Republican Party has consistently advocated 

a national home for the Jewish people since a 

Republican Congress declared its support of that 

objective thirty years ago. . . We shall put our 

influence at the service of peace between Israel 

and the Arab States, and we shall cooperate to 

bring economic and social stability to that area.

1956 R D D We will urge Israel and the Arab States to settle 

their differences by peaceful means, and to 

maintain the sanctity of the Holy Places in the 

Holy Land and permit free access to them.

We regard the preservation of Israel as an 

important tenet of American foreign policy. We 

are determined that the integrity of an 

independent Jewish State shall be maintained. 

We shall support the independence of Israel 

against armed aggression. The best hope for 

peace in the Middle East lies in the United 

Nations. We pledge our continued efforts to 

eliminate the obstacles to a lasting peace in this 

area.
1960 R D D In the Middle East we will work for guarantees to 

insure independence for all states. We will 

encourage direct Arab-Israeli peace negotiations, 

the resettlement of Arab refugees in lands where 

there is room and opportunity for them, an end 

to boycotts and blockades, and unrestricted use 

of the Suez Canal by all nations.

In the Middle East, we shall continue to support 

the integrity and independence of all the states 

of that area including Israel and the Arab States.

1964 D D D The problems of political adjustment between 

Israel and the Arab countries can and must be 

peacefully resolved and the territorial integrity of 

every nation respected.
1967 D D D Six Day War.  Israel 

attacks US Spy ship, 

Liberty
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1968 D D D As long as Israel is threatened by hostile and well-

armed neighbors, we will assist her with essential 

military equipment needed for her defense, 

including the most advanced types of combat 

aircraft.

In the tinderbox of the Middle East, we will 

pursue a stable peace through recognition by all 

nations of each other's right to assured 

boundaries, freedom of navigation through 

international waters, and independent existence 

free from the threat of aggression. We will seek 

an end to the arms race through international 

agreement and the stationing of peace-keeping 

forces of the United Nations in areas of severe 

tension, as we encourage peace-table talks 

among adversaries.
1972 R D D he United States must be unequivocally 

committed to support of Israel's right to exist 

within secure and defensible boundaries. 

Progress toward a negotiated political settlement 

in the Middle East will permit Israel and her Arab 

neighbors to live at peace with each other, and to 

turn their energies to internal development. . . 

Seek to bring the parties into direct negotiations 

toward a permanent political solution based on 

the necessity of agreement on secure and 

defensible national boundaries . . . Recognize and 

support the established status of Jerusalem as the 

capital of Israel, with free access to all its holy 

places provided to all faiths. As a symbol of this 

stand, the U.S. Embassy should be moved from 

Tel Aviv to Jerusalem

We support the right of Israel and its courageous 

people to survive and prosper in peace. We have 

sought a stable peace for the Middle East and 

helped to obtain a cease-fire which contained the 

tragic conflict. We will help in any way possible to 

bring Israel and the Arab states to the conference 

table, where they may negotiate a lasting peace.

1973 R D D Egypt and Syria 

launch Yom Kippur 

War
1976 R D D We shall continue to seek a just and lasting peace 

in the Middle East. The cornerstone of our policy 

is a firm commitment to the independence and 

security of the State of Israel.

Our commitment to Israel is fundamental and 

enduring. . . An equally important component of 

our commitment to Israel lies in continuing our 

efforts to secure a just and durable peace for all 

nations in that complex region.
1979 D D D Camp David Accords.  

Peace between Egypt 

and Israel
1980 D D D The Democratic Party recognizes the strategic 

value of Israel and that peace in the Middle East 

requires a military secure Israel. Because Middle 

East nations that have not joined the peace 

process have been able to purchase the latest 

sophisticated Soviet and other weaponry, the 

technological advantage which Israel holds over 

its adversaries has been jeopardized. The 

progress of the peace talks means that Israel has 

gained considerable security advantages from 

peace with Egypt. At the same time, Israel will 

lose some of the tactical advantages previously 

provided by territory occupied in 1967. Any 

further war Israel fights could take place close to 

its population centers. Therefore, we pledge a 

continued high level of U.S. military support for 

Israel. . . We oppose creation of an independent 

Palestinian state. . . As stated in the 1976 

platform, the Democratic Party recognizes and 

supports "the established status of Jerusalem as 

the capital of Israel, with free access to all its holy 

places provided to all faiths. As a symbol of this 

stand, the U.S. Embassy should be moved from 

Tel Aviv to Jerusalem."

The sovereignty, security, and integrity of the 

State of Israel is a moral imperative and serves 

the strategic interests of the United States. 

Republicans reaffirm our fundamental and 

enduring commitment to this principle. . . a 

Republican Administration will encourage the 

peace process now in progress between Egypt 

and Israel, will seek to broaden it, and will 

welcome those Arab nations willing to live in 

peace with Israel.
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1984 R D R he Democratic Party believes that the security 

Israel and the pursuit of peace in the Middle East 

are fundamental priorities for American foreign 

policy. . . As stated in the 1976 and 1980 

platforms, the Democratic Party recognizes and 

supports the established status of Jerusalem as 

the capital of Israel. As a symbol of this stand, the 

U.S. Embassy should be moved from Tel Aviv to 

Jerusalem.

The bedrock of that protection remains, as it has 

for over three decades, our moral and strategic 

relationship with Israel. We are allies in the 

defense of freedom. Israel's strength, coupled 

with United States assistance, is the main 

obstacle to Soviet domination of the region. The 

sovereignty, security, and integrity of the state of 

Israel are moral imperatives. We pledge to help 

maintain Israel's qualitative military edge over its 

adversaries.
1988 R D D we believe that this country, maintaining the 

special relationship with Israel founded upon 

mutually shared values and strategic interests, 

should provide new leadership to deliver the 

promise of peace and security through 

negotiations that has been held out to Israel and 

its neighbors by the Camp David Accords.

The foundation of our policy in the Middle East 

has been and must remain the promotion of a 

stable and lasting peace, recognizing our moral 

and strategic relationship with Israel. . . We 

oppose the creation of an independent 

Palestinian state; its establishment is inimical to 

the security interests of Israel, Jordan and the 

U.S. We will not support the creation of any 

Palestinian entity that could place Israel's 

security in jeopardy.
1992 R D D Direct negotiations between Israel, her Arab 

neighbors and Palestinians, with no imposed 

solutions, are the only way to achieve enduring 

security for Israel and full peace for all parties in 

the region. The end of the Cold War does not 

alter America's deep interest in our long-standing 

special relationship with Israel, based on shared 

values, a mutual commitment to democracy, and 

a strategic alliance that benefits both nations. The 

United States must act effectively as an honest 

broker in the peace process.

In this environment, Israel's demonstrated 

strategic importance to the United States, as our 

most reliable and capable ally in this part of the 

world, is more important than ever. This strategic 

relationship, with its unique moral dimension, 

explains the understandable support Israel 

receives from millions of Americans who 

participate in our political process. The strong 

ties between the U.S. and Israel were 

demonstrated during the Gulf War when Israel 

chose not to retaliate against repeated missile 

attacks, even though they caused severe damage 

and loss of life. We will continue to broaden and 

deepen the strategic relationship with our ally 

Israel—the only true democracy in the Middle 

East—by taking additional concrete steps to 

further institutionalize the partnership. . . We 

applaud the President's leadership in fostering 

unprecedented direct talks between Israel and its 

Arab neighbors. The United States is prepared to 

use its good offices to mediate disputes at their 

request. We do not believe the U.S. should 

attempt to impose a solution on the parties. . . A 

meaningful peace must assure Israel's security 

while recognizing the legitimate rights of the 

Palestinian people. We oppose the creation of an 

independent Palestinian state. Nor will we 

support the creation of any political entity that 

would jeopardize Israel's security.

1993 D D D Oslo Accords.  

Agreement between 

Israel and PLO
1996 D R R The Democratic Party remains committed to 

America's long-standing special relationship with 

Israel, based on shared values, a mutual 

commitment to democracy and a strategic 

alliance that benefits both nations. The United 

States should continue to help Israel maintain its 

qualitative edge.

We reaffirm that Republican commitment to 

maintain Israel's qualitative military advantage 

over any adversary or group of adversaries. 

While we fully support Israel's efforts to find 

peace and security with its neighbors, we will 

judge the peace process by the security it 

generates both for Israel and for the United 

States. . . A Republican administration will ensure 

that the U.S. Embassy is moved to Jerusalem by 

May 1999.
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2000 R R R Al Gore and the Democratic Party are 

fundamentally committed to the security of our 

ally, Israel, and the creation of a comprehensive, 

just, and lasting peace between Israel and its 

neighbors. We helped broker the Israel-Jordan 

Peace Treaty, the Wye River accords, and the 

Sharm el-Sheik Memorandum, and will continue 

to work with all parties to make progress towards 

peace.

It is important for the United States to support 

and honor Israel, the only true democracy in the 

Middle East. We will ensure that Israel maintains 

a qualitative edge in defensive technology over 

any potential adversaries. We will not pick sides 

in Israeli elections. The United States has a moral 

and legal obligation to maintain its Embassy and 

Ambassador in Jerusalem. Immediately upon 

taking office, the next Republican president will 

begin the process of moving the U.S. Embassy 

from Tel Aviv to Israel's capital, Jerusalem.

2004 R R R The Democratic Party is fundamentally 

committed to the security of our ally Israel and 

the creation of a comprehensive, just and lasting 

peace between Israel and her neighbors. Our 

special relationship with Israel is based on the 

unshakable foundation of shared values and a 

mutual commitment to democracy, and we will 

ensure that under all circumstances, Israel retains 

the qualitative edge for its national security and 

its right to self-defense.

The Republican Party shares President Bush's 

commitment to the security of America's 

democratic ally Israel and the safety of the Israeli 

people. We remain committed to ensuring that 

Israel maintains a qualitative edge in defensive 

technology over any potential adversaries. . . We 

support President Bush's vision of two states, 

Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace 

and security. . . Republicans continue to support 

moving the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to Israel's 

capital, Jerusalem.

2008 R D D Our starting point must always be our special 

relationship with Israel, grounded in shared 

interests and shared values, and a clear, strong, 

fundamental commitment to the security of 

Israel, our strongest ally in the region and its only 

established democracy. . . It is in the best 

interests of all parties, including the United 

States, that we take an active role to help secure 

a lasting settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict with a democratic, viable Palestinian state 

dedicated to living in peace and security side by 

side with the Jewish State of Israel.

Israel is a vigorous democracy, unique in the 

Middle East. We reaffirm America's commitment 

to Israel's security and will ensure that Israel 

maintains a qualitative edge in military 

technology over any potential adversaries. . . We 

support the vision of two democratic states living 

in peace and security: Israel, with Jerusalem as its 

capital, and Palestine. . . We support Jerusalem 

as the undivided capital of Israel and moving the 

American embassy to that undivided capital of 

Israel.

2012 D R D President Obama and the Democratic Party 

maintain an unshakable commitment to Israel's 

security. A strong and secure Israel is vital to the 

United States not simply because we share 

strategic interests, but also because we share 

common values. . . It is precisely because of this 

commitment that President Obama and the 

Democratic Party seek peace between Israelis and 

Palestinians. A just and lasting Israeli-Palestinian 

accord, producing two states for two peoples, 

would contribute to regional stability and help 

sustain Israel's identity as a Jewish and 

democratic state.

The security of Israel is in the vital national 

security interest of the United States; our alliance 

is based not only on shared interests, but also 

shared values. We affirm our unequivocal 

commitment to Israel's security and will ensure 

that it maintains a qualitative edge in military 

technology over any potential adversaries. . . We 

support Israel's right to exist as a Jewish state 

with secure, defensible borders; and we envision 

two democratic states—Israel with Jerusalem as 

its capital and Palestine—living in peace and 

security.
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2016 D R R A strong and secure Israel is vital to the United 

States because we share overarching strategic 

interests and the common values of democracy, 

equality, tolerance, and pluralism. That is why we 

will always support Israel's right to defend itself, 

including by retaining its qualitative military edge, 

and oppose any effort to delegitimize Israel, 

including at the United Nations or through the 

Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement. . . 

We will continue to work toward a two-state 

solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

negotiated directly by the parties that guarantees 

Israel's future as a secure and democratic Jewish 

state with recognized borders and provides the 

Palestinians with independence, sovereignty, and 

dignity.

Whatever their disagreements, presidents of 

both parties had always prioritized America's 

national interests, the trust of friendly 

governments, and the security of Israel. . . e 

support Israel's right and obligation to defend 

itself against terror attacks upon its people and 

against alternative forms of warfare being waged 

upon it legally, economically, culturally, and 

otherwise. We reject the false notion that Israel 

is an occupier and specifically recognize that the 

Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement 

(BDS) is anti-Semitic in nature and seeks to 

destroy Israel.

2017 R R R US recognizes 

Jeruselum as Israel's 

capital
2020 R D R Democrats believe a strong, secure, and 

democratic Israel is vital to the interests of the 

United States. Our commitment to Israel's 

security, its qualitative military edge, its right to 

defend itself, and the 2016 Memorandum of 

Understanding is ironclad. . . Democrats 

recognize the worth of every Israeli and every 

Palestinian. That's why we will work to help bring 

to an end a conflict that has brought so much 

pain to so many. We support a negotiated two-

state solution that ensures Israel's future as a 

Jewish and democratic state with recognized 

borders and upholds the right of Palestinians to 

live in freedom and security in a viable state of 

their own.
2024 D R D President Biden is working to build a durable 

peace in the Middle East bolstered by regional 

integration, a strong coalition to counter and 

deter Iran and prevent it and its terrorist proxies 

from threatening the security of the region, and a 

negotiated two-state solution that ensures 

Israel's future as a Jewish and democratic state 

with recognized borders and upholds the right of 

Palestinians to live in freedom and security in a 

viable state of their own. The terrorist group 

Hamas sought to destroy the promise of that 

vision on October 7, 2023, but they will not 

succeed. The United States strongly supports 

Israel in the fight against Hamas. And the hard 

work of diplomacy under the President's 

leadership has made real progress on a way 

forward that will free the hostages, establish a 

durable ceasefire, ease humanitarian suffering in 

Gaza, and make possible normalization between 

Israel and key Arab states, together with 

meaningful progress and a political horizon for 

the Palestinian people.

 We will stand with Israel, and seek peace in the 

Middle East. We will rebuild our Alliance Network 

in the Region to ensure a future of Peace, 

Stability, and Prosperity.
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