
Human Trafficking

Year Pres. House Senate Democrats Republicans

1900 R R R

1904 R R R

1908 R R R

1912 R D R

1916 D D D

1920 D R R

1924 R R R

1928 R R R

1932 R R R

1936 D D D

1940 D D D

1944 D D D

1948 D R R

1952 D D D

1956 R D D

1960 R D D

1964 D D D

1968 D D D

1972 R D D

1976 R D D

1980 D D D

1984 R D R

1988 R D D

1992 R D D

1996 D R R

2000 R R R

2004 R R R

2008 R D D We will address human trafficking—both labor and sex 
trafficking–through strong legislation and enforcement 
to ensure that trafficking victims are protected and 
traffickers are brought to justice.

Generations after the end of slavery in America, new 
forms of bondage have emerged to exploit men, women 
and children. We salute those across the political spectrum 
who have come together to end the commerce in our 

2012 D R D The Obama administration has used bilateral and 
multilateral diplomacy, targeted foreign assistance, 
training programs, public outreach, and law 
enforcement to combat trafficking in persons across the 
globe. . . The administration is also committed to taking 
action at home to fight trafficking, including the sex 
trafficking of young girls.

We will use the full force of the law against those who 
engage in modern-day forms of slavery, including the 
commercial sexual exploitation of children and the forced 
labor of men, women, and children. Building on the 
accomplishments of the last Republican Administration in 
implementing the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000, we call for increased diplomatic efforts with foreign 
governments to root out complicit public officials who 
facilitate or perpetrate this evil.

2016 D R R We will stop the scourge of human trafficking and 
modern slavery of men, women, boys, and girls. We will 
use the full force of the law against those who engage 
in modern-day forms of slavery, including the 
commercial sexual exploitation and forced labor of 
men, women, and children.

As an estimated 21 million people worldwide are trapped 
in modern day slavery, we are reminded to be vigilant 
against human trafficking in whatever form it appears. We 
will use the full force of the law against those who engage 
in commercial sexual exploitation and forced or bonded 
labor of men, women, or children; involuntary domestic 
servitude; trafficking in persons for the purpose of organ 
removal; and the illegal recruitment and use of child 
soldiers.
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2020 R D R We will fight human trafficking and strive to end the 
practice of modern-day slavery around the world. We 
will aggressively leverage U.S. law enforcement and 
strengthen diplomatic efforts to combat forced labor 
and commercial sexual exploitation. And we will 
increase visas for victims of human trafficking at a time 
when mass migration has affected so many vulnerable 
communities.

2024 D R D We need more resources and Congressional 
authorization to increase penalties to prosecute and 
punish human smugglers and traffickers who prey upon 
families and migrants. President Biden has already 
taken numerous steps to go after these bad actors 
including by revoking the visas of private sector CEOs 
and sanctioning government officials who profit from 
migrants coming to the U.S. unlawfully, and by 
expanding efforts to dismantle human smuggling and 
prosecute offenders.
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