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Republicans

Promote the passage and enforcement of
effective federal, state and local gun control
legislation.

Enactment of legislation to control
indiscriminate availability of firearms,
safeguarding the right of responsible citizens
to collect, own and use firearms for
legitimate purposes, retaining primary
responsibility at the state level, with such
federal laws as necessary to better enable
the states to meet their responsibilities.

Gun Control Act of 1968.
Banned importing gunds that
have no sporting purpose,
imposed age restrictions,
prohibited felons, the
mentally ill, and others from
purchasing guns, required
guns to have serial number

There must be laws to control the improper
use of hand guns.

Intensify efforts to prevent criminal access to
all weapons, including special emphasis on
cheap, readily-obtainable handguns,
retaining primary responsibility at the State
level, with such Federal law as necessary to
enable the States to meet their
responsibilities. . . Safeguard the right of
responsible citizens to collect, own and use
firearms for legitimate purposes, including

hunting_tarset shonting and self-defense

Handguns simplify and intensify violent
crime. Ways must be found to curtail the
availability of these weapons. The

Democratic Party must provide the
leadership for a coordinated federal and state
effort to strengthen the presently inadequate
controls over the manufacture, assembly,
distribution and possession of handguns and
to ban Saturday night specials.

We support the right of citizens to keep and
bear arms. We oppose federal registration of
firearms. Mandatory sentences for crimes
committed with a lethal weapon are the only
effective solution to this problem.
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The Democratic Party affirms the right of
sports-men to possess guns for purely
hunting and target-shooting purposes.
However, handguns simplify and intensify
violent crime. Ways must be found to curtail
the availability of these weapons. The
Democratic Party supports enactment of
federal legislation to strengthen the presently
inadequate regulations over the
manufacture, assembly, distribution, and
possession of handguns and to ban "Saturday
night specials."

We believe the right of citizens to keep and
bear arms must be preserved. Accordingly,
we oppose federal registration of firearms.
Mandatory sentences for commission of
armed felonies are the most effective means
to deter abuse of this right. We therefore
support Congressional initiatives to remove
those provisions of the Gun Control Act of
1968 that do not significantly impact on
crime but serve rather to restrain the law-
abiding citizen in his legitimate use of
firearms.

We support tough restraints on the
manufacture, transportation, and sale of
snub-nosed handguns, which have no
legitimate sporting use and are used in a high
proportion of violent crimes.

Republicans will continue to defend the
constitutional right to keep and bear arms.
When this right is abused and armed felonies
are committed, we believe in stiff,
mandatory sentencing. Law-abiding citizens
exercising their constitutional rights must not
be blamed for crime. Republicans will
continue to seek repeal of legislation that
restrains innocent citizens more than violent
criminals.

Firearm Owners Protection
Act. Prohibited national
registry of dealer records,
limiting ATF inspections,
loosened restrictions on sale
of ammunition

Republicans defend the constitutional right
to keep and bear arms. When this right is
abused by an individual who uses a gun in
the commission of a crime, we call for stiff,
mandatory penalties.

George Bush bans
importation of automatic
weapons

It is time to shut down the weapons bazaars
in our cities. We support a reasonable waiting
period to permit background checks for
purchases of handguns, as well as assault
weapons controls to ban the possession, sale,
importation and manufacture of the most
deadly assault weapons. We do not support
efforts to restrict weapons used for
legitimate hunting and sporting purposes.

Republicans defend the constitutional right
to keep and bear arms. We call for stiff
mandatory sentences for those who use
firearms in a crime. We note that those who
seek to disarm citizens in their homes are the
same liberals who tried to disarm our Nation
during the Cold War and are today seeking to
cut our national defense below safe levels.
We applaud congressional Republicans for
overturning the District of Columbia's law
blaming firearm manufacturers for street
crime.

Brady Handgun Violence
Prevention Act. Required
background checks before
gun purchased from licensed
dealer. Established
background check system,
which is maintained by FBI
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Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act.
Outlawed semiautomatic
assault weapons. Banned
high capacity ammunition
magazines

resident Clinton led the fight to ban 19
deadly assault weapons, designed for one
purpose only -- to kill human beings. We
oppose efforts to restrict weapons used for
legitimate sporting purposes, and we are
proud that not one hunter or sportsman was
forced to change guns because of the assault
weapons ban. But we know that the military-
style guns we banned have no place on
America's streets, and we are proud of the
courageous Democrats who defied the gun
lobby and sacrificed their seats in Congress to
make America safer.

We defend the constitutional right to keep
and bear arms. We will promote training in
the safe usage of firearms, especially in
programs for women and the elderly. We
strongly support Bob Dole's National Instant
Check Initiative, which will help keep all guns
out of the hands of convicted felons.

Columbine Massacre

Now we must do even more. We need
mandatory child safety locks, to protect our
children. We should require a photo license
1.D., a full background check, and a gun safety
test to buy a new handgun in America. We
support more federal gun prosecutors, ATF
agents and inspectors, and giving states and
communities another 10,000 prosecutors to
fight gun crime.

We defend the constitutional right to keep
and bear arms, and we affirm the individual
responsibility to safely use and store
firearms. Because self-defense is a basic
human right, we will promote training in
their safe usage, especially in federal
programs for women and the elderly. A
Republican administration will vigorously
enforce current gun laws, neglected by the
Democrats, especially by prosecuting
dangerous offenders identified as felons in
instant background checks. Although we
support background checks to ensure that
guns do not fall into the hands of criminals,
we oppose federal licensing of law-abiding
gun owners and national gun registration as
a violation of the Second Amendment and an
invasion of privacy of honest citizens.

Tiahrt Amendment. Prohibits
release of info. on where
criminals bought weapons

We will protect Americans' Second
Amendment right to own firearms, and we
will keep guns out of the hands of criminals
and terrorists by fighting gun crime,
reauthorizing the assault weapons ban, and
closing the gun show loophole, as President
Bush proposed and failed to do.

epublicans and President Bush strongly
support an individual right to own guns,
which is explicitly protected by the
Constitution's Second Amendment. . . We
believe the Second Amendment and all of
the rights guaranteed by it should enable law-
abiding citizens throughout the country to
own firearms in their homes for self-defense.
.. We support efforts by the Administration
and Congress to enhance the instant
background check system for gun purchases
and to ensure that records of lawful
transactions are destroyed in a timely
manner.

Assault weapon ban expires

Virginia Tech massacre
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We recognize that the right to bear arms is
an important part of the American tradition,
and we will preserve Americans' Second
Amendment right to own and use firearms. . .
We can work together to enact and enforce
commonsense laws and improvements — like
closing the gun show loophole, improving our
background check system, and reinstating
the assault weapons ban, so that guns do not
fall into the hands of terrorists or criminals.
Acting responsibly and with respect for
differing views on this issue, we can both
protect the constitutional right to bear arms
and keep our communities and our children
safe.

We uphold the right of individual Americans
to own firearms, a right which antedated the
Constitution and was solemnly confirmed by
the Second Amendment.

Heller Decision. Protects
firearm unconnected with
service in a militia

Gabbie Giffords shot and

injured
We recognize that the individual right to bear |We uphold the right of individuals to keep Aurora movie theatre
arms is an important part of the American and bear arms, a right which antedated the |shooting/Sandy Hook
tradition, and we will preserve Americans' Constitution and was solemnly confirmed by 'massacre

Second Amendment right to own and use
firearms.

the Second Amendment. We acknowledge,
support, and defend the lawabiding citizen's
God-given right of self-defense. .. We
oppose legislation that is intended to restrict
our Second Amendment rights by limiting
the capacity of clips or magazines or
otherwise restoring the illconsidered Clinton
gun ban.

With 33,000 Americans dying every year,
Democrats believe that we must finally take
sensible action to address gun violence.
While responsible gun ownership is part of
the fabric of many communities, too many
families in America have suffered from gun
violence. We can respect the rights of
responsible gun owners while keeping our
communities safe. To build on the success of
the lifesaving Brady Handgun Violence
Prevention Act, we will expand and
strengthen background checks and close
dangerous loopholes in our current laws;
repeal the Protection of Lawful Commerce in
Arms Act (PLCAA) to revoke the dangerous
legal immunity protections gun makers and
sellers now enjoy; and keep weapons of
war—such as assault weapons and large
capacity ammunition magazines
(LCAM's)—off our streets. We will fight back
against attempts to make it harder for the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives to revoke federal licenses from law
breaking gun dealers, and ensure guns do not
fall into the hands of terrorists, intimate
partner abusers, other violent criminals, and
those with severe mental health issues.

We uphold the right of individuals to keep
and bear arms, a natural inalienable right
that predates the Constitution and is secured
by the Second Amendment. Lawful gun
ownership enables Americans to exercise
their God-given right of self-defense for the
safety of their homes, their loved ones, and
their communities. . . We support
constitutional carry statutes and salute the
states that have passed them. We oppose ill-
conceived laws that would restrict magazine
capacity or ban the sale of the most popular
and common modern rifle. We also oppose
any effort to deprive individuals of their right
to keep and bear arms without due process
of law.

Pulse nightclub shooting

Vegas shooting kills 59

Parkland shooting/Tree of
Life shooting

Bump stocks made illegal in
S
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Democrats will enact universal background
checks, end online sales of guns and
ammunition, close dangerous loopholes that
currently allow stalkers, abusive partners,
and some individuals convicted of assault or
battery to buy and possess firearms, and
adequately fund the federal background
check system. We will close the "Charleston
loophole" and prevent individuals who have
been convicted of hate crimes from
possessing firearms. Democrats will ban the
manufacture and sale of assault weapons and
high capacity magazines.

The gun violence epidemic is a scourge
ripping apart our communities; it is the
leading cause of death for children and teens.
Mass shootings at schools, grocery stores,
houses of worship, dancehalls, and
nightclubs, as well as daily gun violence at
home and on streets, devastate American
families. . . With his leadership, Congress
passed the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act
(BSCA), the first significant federal gun safety
law in nearly 30 years. It includes the first-
ever federal gun trafficking and straw
purchasing law, enhanced background checks
for gun purchasers under the age of 21,
funding to implement red flag laws, a
narrowing of the "boyfriend loophole" to
keep guns out of the hands of domestic
abusers, and new requirements so all gun
dealers now must conduct background
checks no matter where or how they sell
their merchandise. . . Democrats will
establish universal background checks, a step
supported by the vast majority of Americans,
including gun owners. We will once again ban
assault weapons and high-capacity
magazines. We will require safe storage for
guns. Democrats will end the gun industry's
immunity from liability, so gunmakers can no
longer escape accountability. We will pass a
national red flag law to prevent tragedies by
keeping weapons out of dangerous hands.
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